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THE L I -T -T -LE  OTJSE RTVEFR

I ' l e  l as t  f ea tu red  the  L i t t l e  Ouse .  o r  as  i t  was  once  known  the  B randon  R ive r
o r  Lesse r  0use ,  i n  ou r  Sp r i ng  1979  i s sue  so l t  i s  pe rhaps  h i gh  t ime  f o r  us  t o
recap and update on the posi t ion s ' ince t ,hen.

The  L i t t l e  Ouse  r i ses  be tween  D ' i ss  and  The t fo rd  a t  Sou th  Lopham,  c lose  to  the
source of  the r iver  f {aveney.  f {h  j ' ls t  the f {aveney f  lows eastwards through
Bungay  and  Becc les  to  j o in  the  r i ve r  Va re  a t  B reydon  f {a te r .  t he  L i t t l e  Ouse
fo l l ows  a  genera l l y  wes twards  cou rse  th rough  The t fo rd ,  where  i t  j s  j o ined  by
the  r i ve r  The t ,  and  B randon  to  j o in  the  Grea t  Ouse  a t  B randon  Creek .

The  r i ve r  had  been  nav igab le  f rom Brandon  Creek  up  to  The t fo rd  fo r  cen tu r i es
w' i th  the ef fect  o f  the t ' ide extending up to  Hockwojd but  the construct ion of
Denver  S lu i ce  i n  1651  adve rse l y  a f fec ted  ' i t s  upper  reaches .  Th i s  l ed  to  an
Act  of  Par l iament  in  1670 which empowered Thet ford Corporat ion to  restore the
navigat ion f rom the i lh ' iLe House at  Hockwo' ld ,  a  shor t  d . is tance downstream f rom
the  p resen t -day  f { i l t on  B r idge .  some fou r teen  m1 les  up  to  The t fo rd .  The  works
cons i s ted  o f  s t ra igh ten ing  and  deepen ing  the  channe l  and  were  ca r r i ed  ou t  by
the  Ear l  o f  A r j i ng ton ,  who  l i ved  a t  Eus ton  Ha l l  nea r  The t fo rd  and  to  whom the
r igh ts  v+e re  ass igned .  Fo l l ow ing  h i s  dea th  h i s  daugh te r  t rans fe r red  the
r i gh t s  back  t o  t he  Co rpo ra t i on  i n  1696 .

In  1742  i t  was  found  necessa ry  to  e rec t  a  s taunch  j us t  be low  The t fo rd  to
ma in ta i n  a  nav igab le  l eve l  and  unde r  a  second  Ac t .  passed  j n  1751 ,  a  f u r t he r
s i x  s taunches  were  bu ' i l t  a t  Abbey  Hea th ,  Tu r fpoo l ,  C rox ton ,  San ton ,  B randon
and  Sheepwash .  f he re  was  a l so  a  s taunch  a t  C rosswa te r ,  t h ree -and -a -ha l f
m i  l es  downs t ream f  rom Wi ' l t on  B r idge ,  t ha t  b /as  bu i  l t  by  the  Sou th  Leve l
Dra inage  and  Nav iga t i on  Comm' i ss ione rs  p robab ly  soon  a f te rwards .

Desp ' i t e  t , he  r i ve r  be ing  reasonab ly  success fu l  t he  works  were  neg lec ted  and
a l l  t he  s taunches  had  to  be  rebu ' i l t  a t  cons ide rab le  expense  be tween  1827  and
1835  bv  l oca l  con t rac to r s  ac t i ng  f o r  t he  Co rpo ra t i on .

These  s taunches  were  a  d i s t i nc t i ve  fea tu re  o f  t he  nav iga t i on .  A t  each  s i t e
the  r i ve r  was  d i v i ded  i n to  t h ree  channe l s  by  two  i s l ands :  on  one  channe l
s t cod  the  s taunch  w i th  a  ve r t i ca l  l j f t  ga te  suppor ted  by  two  ta l l  up r i gh ts ,
wh i l s t  t he  o fhe r  channe l s  con ta i ned  a  se r i es  o f  s l u i ces  and  a  f i xed  we i r .  The
founda t ions  were  o f  b r i ck  and  the  s taunch  up r iqh ts  mass j ve  twe lve  i nch  square
oak  t imbers  b raced  a t  t he  top  by  an  oak  c ross  member  g i v ing  16 - fee t  headroom
above  the  top  o f  t he  b r i ckwork .  Th i s  he i sh t  v las  d i c t , a ted  by  the  need  to
ra j se  the  ga te  h igh  enough  to  a l l ow  boa ts  to  pass  undernea th .

A lso  f i xed  a t  t he  top  be tween  the  up r igh ts  was  a  w ind ing  d rum and  immed ia te l y
be ' l ow  a  sma l l  d r i v i ng  sha f t  t ha t  was  gea red  to  the  d rum and  f i t t ed  w i th  a
la rge  wooden  whee l .  The  doo r  o f  t he  s taunch ,  nea r l y  14 - fee t  ac ross  and  5 * -
fee t  i n  dep th ,  was  hung  f rom the  d rum by  cha jns  and  moved  up  and  down  in
between the br ickwork and the upst ream s ' ide of  the upr ights .  There were
ladders  up  bo th  s ' i des  o f  t he  s taunch  l i nked  by  a  l i gh t  f oo tb r i dge  to  enab le
the r iver  to  be crossed and the boatmen stood on the ladder  to  operate the
w ind inq  whee l  t o  r a i se  o r  l owe r  t he  doo r .

The  s l u i ces  a l ongs ide  we re  o f  s im j l a r  cons t ruc t i on  bu t  no t  nea r l y  so  h ' i gh  as
no headroom was needed for  boafs to  pass beneath.  They contro l  led the f low
o f  t he  r i ve r ,  pa r t ' i cu l a r l y ' i n  f l ood  t imes ,  and  t r Je re  ra i sed  o r  l owe red  by
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i nse r t i ng  a  ba r  i n to  a  conven ien t  ho le  i n  t he
necessa ry  l eve rage .  Then  a ' l ongs ide  the  s lu i ces
as  to  a l l ow  excess  wa te r  t o  sp i l l  ove r .

w ind jng  d rum to  p rov ide  t he
tvas  a  we i r  se t  a t  such  l eve l

A private partv aboard the "II ILLIAM MURRELL" at Brandon Staunch probablv in
the Tate 1890s. The picture clearlv shows the construct ' ion of the staunch.

The  nav iga t i on  gave  va luab le  se rv i ce  to  the  a rea  and  to  the  towns  o f  B randon
and  The t fo rd  i n  pa r t i cu la r .  Many  o f  t he  l a rge  houses  i n  B randon ' s  H ' i gh
S t ree t  were  bu i l t  o f  b r i cks  b rough t  up  r i ve r  by  ba rge  f rom E ly .  The  r i ve r
a l so  se rved  l oca l  i ndus t r i es  w i th  a  sawm. i ' l l  be ing  es tab l  i shed  a t  B randon
wh ich  despa tched  l a rge  quan t i t i es  o f  sawn  t ' imber  g rown  in  The t fo rd  fo res t  by
r i ve r  wh l l s t  wh j t i ng ,  a  cha l k  ob ta i ned  l oca l l y ,  was  sen t  up  t o  The t f o rd  and
downstream as far  as St .  Ives and Bedford on the Great  Ouse.  Bar ley f rom many
fen land  f a rms  a r r i ved  a t  B randon  f o r  ma l t i ng  wh i l s t  coa l ,  sh i pped  i n to  K ing ' s
Lynn ,  was  de l i ve red  i n  l a rge  quan t i t i es  to  wharves  a t  The t - fo rd  and  B randon .

Probab ly  the  mos t  subs tan t ' i a l  r i ve r  use r
at  Thet ford was James F ' ison & Sons wh' ich
was  es tab l i shed  i n  1808  when  James  F i son
expanded  h ' i s  ex i s t i ng  m i l l i ng  i n t , e res t s
to  the  town  a lmos t  ce r ta . i n l y  because  o f
the  nav igab ' l e  r i ve r .  H i s  sons  James  and
Corne l l  j o i ned  h im  a t  a t  The t fo rd  and
a f te r  t he ' i r  f a the r ' s  dea th  they  expanded
i  n to oroduci  ng feedi  ng s tuf fs  and to
dea l i ng  i n  t imbe r .  I n  1853  James  F i son  &
Sons L ' imi ted was establ  ished and a new
super -phospha te  fe r t i l i se r  works  was  se t
up  a t  Two  M i le  Bo t tom bes ide  the  r i ve r .
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some three-and-a-hal f  mi les downstream f rom Thet ford.  The s i te  was chosen
par t lv  because of  the r iver  and par t ly  because i t  was remote so there would
be  no  ob jec t i ons  to  the  chemica l  manu fac tu r i ng  p rocess .

F i sons  had  th ree  gangs  o f  l i gh te rs  fe t ch ing  coa1 ,  copper  py r i t es  and  foss i l s
f rom K ing ' s  Lynn  to  the  new works  and  to  the  o r i g ina l  The t fo rd  works  and
de l i ve r i ng  f ' l ou r  and  a r t i f j c i a l  manu re  R i ve r  much  o f  t he  f ens .  F i sons
exper imen ted  w i th  the  s team tug  SPEEDWELL -  an  j ron  boa t  t ha t  cou ld  hand le
ha l f  a  dozen ' l i gh te rs  -  on  the  run  be tween  K inq ' s  Lynn  and  The t fo rd .  She  was
somewha t  excep t i ona l  as  mos t  o f  t he ' l i gh te rs  were  hand led  by  ho rses .

Fi sons wharf at Two f,, l i  le Botton with two I i  ghters at the wharf and another
th ree  wa i t i ng  t c  noo r .  (F i sons  S tud io ,  Fe l i xs towe)

Bv  the  end  o f  t he  1890s  the  company  was  v i r l ua l l y  t he  on l y  r i ve r  use r  up  to
The t fo rd  bu t  so  impor tan t  d id  i t  r ega rd  the  nav iga t i on  tha t  i t  ca r r i ed  ou t
mos t  o f  t he  repa  j  r  wo rk  to  the  s taunches  to  ma ' i n t . a  j n  j t s  t ra f f  i c .  Fo r  by
th i s  t ime  the  r i ve r  was  ope ra t i ng  a t  a  l oss  and  the  Corpo ra t i on  b /as  no t
p repa red  to  subs id i se  i t .  B ' /  t he  end  o f  t he  F i  r s t  | { o r l d  l { a r  t he  F ' i sons
t ra f f i c  had  f i n i shed  and  t he  s taunches  qu i ck l y  f e l l  i n t o  d i s repa i r .

Ano the r  The t fo rd  r i ve r  use r  was  Char les  Bu r re l l  &  Son  L im i ted ,  t he  t rac t i on
eng ine  bu1 lde rs .  I n  1884 ,  and  ow ing  t o  a  d rop  i n  o rde rs ,  t he  company  s ta r t ed
bu i l d i ng  seve ra l  i r on  s team-d r i ven  ba rges  wh i ch  we re  l aunched  d iagona l l y  ' i n t o
the  wa te r  as  the  r i ve l i n  The t fo rd  i s  compara t i ve l v  na r row .  One  such  boa t  i s
be l i eved  to  have  been  the  s team ba rge  NANCY tha t  f i r s t  t r aded  ma in l y  up  the
r i ve r  La rk  to  Bu ry  S t .  Edmunds  bu t  l a te r  ope ra ted .a  regu la r  se rv i ce  be tween
K ing ' s  Lynn  and  Cambr i dge .

One  o f  t , he  l as t  genera l  ca r r i e rs  on  the
o f  B randon ,  h i  s  g rand fa the r  hav i  nq  se t
bu i ' l de r ' s  me rchan t  and  a  ba rqe  owne r  i n

L i  t t  I  e  Ouse was i { ' i  I  I  i  am John Murre l  I
up  as  a  coa l  and  coke  dea le r ,  a

1839 .  The  Mur re l l s  r an  two  gangs  o f
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l i gh te r s  ca r r y i ng  a l l  k i nd  o f
March ,  E ' l y .  Cambr idge ,  f { i sbech
the  ea r l y  1900s .

goods between Thet ford,
and Peterborough.  Thei  r

B randon ,  K ing ' s  Lynn ,
f l ee t  was  g i ven  up  i n

Murre l l  I ighters at  Brandon Br idge in  the ear ly  1900s.

Lakenhea th  Lode  was  a  b ranch  o f f  t he  r i ve r  compr i s ing  a  s t ra igh t  a r t i f i c i a l
cut  which ran for  three-and-a-quar ter  m' i les to  wharves bes ' ide the Lakenheath
to Fel twel l  road.  The lode was fed by a s t ream and had one staunch near
Lakenhea th  and  was  used  ma ' i n ' l y  f o r  t he  ca r r i age  o f  bu ' i l d i ng  ma te r ia l s ,  such
as  b r i cks ,  c lay .  cha ' l k  and  t imber  to  Lakenhea th .  I t  seems  to  have  been
ma in ta ined  by  those  who  used  i t :  

' l a t t e r l y  
by  a  company  tha t  despa tched  g rave l

f r om Lakenhea th  bu t  t he  t r a f f i c  f i n ' i shed ' i n  t he  1910s .  S ince  t he  Cu t  O f f
Channe l  was  bu i l t  by  the  Grea t  Ouse  R ' i ve r  Board  i n  1964  much  o f  t he  l ode  has
been  d ry ,  i t s  banks  have  l a rge l y  been  des t royed  w i th  the  l and  i nco rpo ra ted
in to  ad jo i n i ng  f i e l ds  and  t he  s taunch  s ' i t e  has  been  bu r i ed  unde r  a  r oad .

The  l as t  commerc ia l  t r a f f i cs  on  the  L ' i t t l e  Ouse  were  sugar  bee t  and  fue l  o ' i 1 .
The  bee t  was  ca r r i ed  i n  f en  l i gh te rs  and  s tee l  ba rges  towed  by  tugs  to  the
p rocess jng  fac to r i es  a t  E l y  and  f , { i ss ing ton ,  bo th  o f  wh ich  opened  in  1925 .  I t
was  co l  l ec ted  f  rom as  fa r  ups t ream as  f , l i  l t on  B r idge .  and  poss i  b l  y  even  up  to
the  rema ins  o f  B randon  s taunch .  w i th  the  ba rges  be ing ' l oaded  d i rec t  f rom the
f i e lds  down  wooden  chu tes .  The  l { i ss jng ton  ba rges  ceased  ope ra t i ng  i n  1943
bu t  t he  E l y  f l ee t  con t i nued  t o  use  t he  L i t t l e  Ouse  un t i l  ea r l y ' i n  1959 .

The fue l  o i  I  h ,as del  ivered by the smal  I  tanker  SHELLFEN to at  least  two
dra inage  pump jng  s ta t i ons  bes ide  the  r i ve r  -  Decoy ,  downs t ream o f  t he
junc t i on  w i th  Lakenhea th  Lode ,  and  Cross  Wate r ,  o r  Bo tany  Bay ,  j us t  ups t ream
o f  t he  j unc t i on .  C ross  f { a te r  was  supp l ' i ed  i n to  t he  ea r l y  1970s  mak ing  t h i s
the  l as t  t ra f f i c  apa r t  f r om ma in tenance  c ra f t  ca r r y ' i ng  c lay  fo r  bank  repa i r s .

Today  the  r i ve r  i s  used  so le l y  f o r  p leasu re  c ra f t  and  w i th  the  open ing  o f  t he
new  l ock  (0S  77848667 )  a l ongs ide  t he  s l u i ces  a t  B randon  on  27  Ju l y  1995  t he
r i ve r  i s  open  to  B randon ,  w j th  the  o f f i c i a l  head  o f  t he  nav iga t ' i on  be ing  j us t
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upstream of  the br idge (0S 78368693)  where moor ings have been created by the
Env ' i r onmen t  Agency .  Sad ly  the  new lock  on l y  admi t s  c ra f t  up  to  4S- fee t
(o f f  j c i a l  lY  12 .4  me t res )  i n  

' l eng th  p rec lud ing  72 - f  ee t  c ra f t  wh i ch  cou ld  be
increasjngly  seen on these waters w' i th  the orogress of  "Pro. iect  Hereward ' .

An  equa l  1v  se r ious  cons t ra in t  ' i s  t he  headroom ava i  l ab le  under  Hockwo ld
S lu i ce .  a t  t he  j unc t i on  w i t h  t he  Cu t  O f f  Channe l ,  wh i ch  i s  on l y  71 - f ee t ,
a l t hough  i t  i s  hoped  tha t  t h i s  au tumn the  he igh t  under  the  sa te  w ' i l l  be
ra i sed  to  j us t  ove r  9 * - fee t .

The  r i ve r  i s  nav igab le  fo r  ce r ta in  c ra f t  ups t ream f rom Brandon  nea r l y  ano the r
th ree  m i les  a lmos t  up  to  San ton  Downham b r jdge  (0S  81738784)  where  the  r i ve r
becomes  ve ry  sha l l ow .  a l t hough  the re  neve r  was  a  s taunch  a t  t h i s  s i t e .  The
s i te  o f  San ton  s taunch  (0S  82528728)  i s  ha l f -a -m i le  ups t ream and  a l l  t r aces
o f  t he  i s l ands  have  been  removed ,  no  l eve l  i s  he ld  bu t  t he re  a re  the  rema ins
of  some br ickwork on the south bank.  A wooden footbr idge serv ing the St .
He len ' s  p i cn i c  s j t e ,  c rosses  j us t  downs t ream o f  t , he  o ld  s taunch  s i t e .

I t  i s  a  s im t l a r  s i t ua t i on  a t  t he  s i t e  o f  C rox ton  s taunch  (0S  84688701 ) ,  wh i ch
i s  c rossed  by  ano the r  f oo tb r i dge ,  and  Tu r fpoo l  (0S  85448565)  where  the re  a re
some remains of  the o ld br ickwork on both banks.  Abbey Heath s taunch (OS
85098435)  was  ob l  i t e ra ted  ' i n  196 '1  by  the  e rec t ' i on  o f  a  gaug ing  we i  r  wh ich
inco rpo ra tes  a  conc re te  foo tb r i dge  and  th i s  ho lds  up  the  wa te r  t o  the  s j t e  o f
The t fo rd  s taunch  (0S  86088320)  where  the re  a re  two  s tee l  s l u rce  ga tes  and  a
f i sh  l adder  on  the  sou th  s jde  and  wh ich  con t ro l s  t he  r i ve r  l eve l  t h rough
Thet ford.  Downstream f rom Brandon lock the remains of  Sheepwash staunch (0S
75808700)  have  been  ob l  i t e ra ted  wh ' i  l s t  C rosswa te r  (OS 67708570)  was
demo l i shed  as  ea r l y  as ' 1917  and  no  t r aces  now  rema in .

Today  much  o f  t he  "unnav igab le "  s t re t ch  above  B randon  can  be  rnspec ted  by
wa lk ing  the  L ' i t t e  0use  Pa th .  Th i s  runs  bes ide  the  r i ve r  f rom a  sho r t
d is tance above Brandon br idge to  Santon Downham where the path detours away
th rough  pa r t  o f  The t fo rd  Fo res t  be fo re  re jo in ing  the  r i ve r  a t  t he  s i t e  o f
Crox ton  s taunch .  The  pa th  then  fo l l ows  the  no r th  bank  pas t  t he  Two  M i le
Bo t tom jndus t r i a l  es ta te  bu t  t hen  moves  away  f rom the  r i ve r  t o  run  pa ra ' | 1e1
to  i t  a lmos t  up  to  the  Abbey  Hea th  we i r .  The rea f te r  t he  pa th  fo l l ows  the
r i ve r  i n to  The t fo rd  c ross ing  to  the  sou th  bank  a t  t he  B laydon  foo tb r . i dse  on
the  ou tsk ' i r t s  o f  t he  town .

I t  i s  poss ib le  to  wa lk  bes ide  the  r i ve r  f rom San ton  Downham pas t  t he  s i t e  o f
San ton  s taunch  to  the  i so la ted  S t .  Pe te r ' s  Church  a t  San ton  where  the  g rounds
o f  a  house  p reven t  f u r the r  p rog ress .  I t  i s  a l so  poss ib le  to  wa lk  bes ide  the
r i ve r  downs t ream f rom the  Abbey  Hea th  we i r  t o  t he  s i t e  o f  Tu r fpoo l  s taunch ,
a l be i t  t he  pa th  i s  ove rg rown  and  l i t t l e  used .  I t ' i s  a l so  poss ib l e  t o  wa l k
fur ther  downstream f rom Tur fpool  but  the through route ' is  severed by a
ca t . chwa te r  d ra in  runn ing  i n to  the  r i ve r .  Th ' i s  d ra in  runs  be tween  the  L i t t l e
Ouse Path and the r iver  for  most  o f  the way between Abbey Heath and Two Mi le
Bo t tom and  p resumab ly  was  respons ib le  fo r  t he  d j ve r . s ion  o f  t he  pa th ' i n land .

B reck land  D . i s t r i c t  Cou t t c  j  l ,  i n  whom the  nav iga t i on  r i gh ts  a re  ves ted  as
successo rs  to  the  o ld  The t fo rd  Corpo ra t i on ,  has  spen t  a  l a rge  amoun t
improv ' i ng  the  r j ve rs jde  j n  The t fo rd  and  mak ing  i t  an  impor tan t  f ea tu re  o f  t he
town .  We be l i eve  tha t  t he  i n i t i a t i ve  taken  w ' i t h  t he  new lock  a t  B randon
shou ld  be  fo l l owed  by  bu i l d ' i ns  fu r the r  l ocks  to  res to re  the  L i t t l e  Ouse  back
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t o  i t s  f o rmer  r i ve rhead .  The  r i ve r  runs  th rough  a t t rac t i ve  woods  and
coun t rys ide ,  much  o f  t he  l and  be ing  owned  by  the  Fo res t r y  Comm' i ss ' i on .  and
apar t  f r om the  two  foo tb r i dges  the re  a re  no ' l owered  b r i dges  to  con tend  w i th .

Hence th is  pro ject  was one of  those we submit ted to  the In land f {a terways
Amen i t y  Adv ' i so ry  Counc i l  bu t  i n  suppor t  o f  t he  Grea t  Ouse  Boa t ing  Assoc ia t i on
to whom we have of fered our  whole-hear ted suppor t .

Top left:  Thetford Tovn
Bridge (shoving the
r i ve rs ide inprovenent
works in progress). Top
r j  ght :  Thet ford Sl  u ices.
M idde  l e f t :  San ton
Downham Bri dge. M'idd I e
ri  ght: Brandon Bridge.
Bot tom le f t :  Abbey Heath
Gaugi  ng l le i  r  (s i te  of
second staunch). Bottom
r i  gh t  :  The  L i  t t l e  0use
Path crosses over the
renains of the brickwork
of Croxton staunch.
(P i c tu res  taken  on  6 th  o r
22nd  o f  Ap r j l  1998 )
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June 2007
LITTLE OUSE
: On 1 March Alan Faulkner, representing the Association, met up with 
Bob Wells of the Great Ouse Boating Association and Derek Bradley, the IWA’s 
Eastern Region Chairman, to discuss tactics for the way forward for the floundering 
campaign to restore the navigation from Brandon up to Thetford. This was a prelude 
before going on to attend a meeting at Thetford Town Hall with Susan Glossop, the 
Town Manager, several other representatives from the local authority, and Carol and 
Mark Stamp from the Little Ouse Group.
The main aim was to try and underline that if Thetford wanted its navigation 
restored it would have to start actively campaigning, as indeed the late James 
Forsythe was urging them to do as far back as March 1976 in an article in the 
Eastern Daily Press. Up to now there had been thoughts that the Environment 
Agency would lead the campaign but John Adams has made it clear that the Agency 
has other priorities at present.
The Little Ouse Group are important players here and are actively campaigning to 
establish a mooring at Santon Downham, up to which point the river is effectively 
navigable and only requires minor work. The landowner involved, the Forestry 
Commission, is generally in favour but wants the moorings to be on the north bank 
where there is established public access. This is more than 2½miles above Brandon 
Bridge and would be a major, but inexpensive, step towards full restoration. To show 
our support for the Little Ouse Group we have agreed to inter-affiliate and we will 
offer them all the help we can.

October 2007
LITTLE OUSE
: The Little Ouse Group has obtained the blessing of Forest Enterprises (The Forestry 
Commission) and Santon Downham Parish Council for the construction of a 24-hour 
green mooring on the north bank at Santon Downham, which is over two miles 
upstream of the official head of navigation at Brandon Bridge. To safeguard existing 
properties there is to be no road access and no infrastructure, but a £5m public 
liability insurance policy is required, which has been obtained via the IWA. It is 
possible planning permission may have to be sought and to allow boats to moor 
some dredging may need to be carried out. The LOG would like to have the 24-
hour restriction eased to 48 hours, in line with many other moorings on the Great 
Ouse system. 

June 2008
LITTLE OUSE
: The Little Ouse Group has been negotiating to install soft moorings at Santon 
Downham for over a year now and it has finally obtained the approval of Natural 
England. It just now needs assent from the Environment Agency, which is not 
expected to be a problem. The group, who are working closely with Santon
Downham Parish Council, will manage the moorings jointly with the Great Ouse 
Boating Association who will encourage their members to use the new facilities once 
they are available. This will be an important step towards the ultimate re-opening of 
the river through to Thetford.



February 2009
LITTLE OUSE
: The great news here is that after somewhat protracted negotiations with the 
Forestry Commission, the new moorings at Santon Downham became fully 
operational in October. This reflects great credit on Mark & Carol Stamp and Peter 
Barrett, leading members of the Little Ouse Group. The new 48-hour soft moorings 
will be managed by the Great Ouse Boating Association. Currently the river is open 
from Brandon Creek 22.42 kilometres (13.93 miles) to Brandon Bridge that carries 
the A 1065 Mildenhall to Swaffham road and there is an official Environment Agency 
mooring just upstream of the bridge. For some time boats have been able to 
navigate almost up to Santon Downham Bridge (26.69km-16.58 miles) and the 
opening of this new mooring, which is just downstream of the bridge, should 
encourage more to attempt the passage. 

June 2009
LITTLE OUSE
: The Association has responded to the Thetford Growth Point Team’s proposed 
development proposals for the town by welcoming the plans for the Thetford 
Loop, a cycle/pedestrian route around the town, as part of this will be beside the 
river from the Abbey Heath Weir upstream. We also welcomed the plans to 
transform the central riverside part of the town into an attractive and accessible 
leisure area, thus building on the good work that has already been done here. Where 
we were less happy was that there was no mention of improving the river itself. 
Sadly there seems to be little interest in the town in pursuing the restoration of
the navigation and the 2003 consultants report that indicated the scheme was both 
practical and relatively straightforward lies gathering dust on the shelf. 
Meanwhile our Honorary Secretary, Ivan Cane, contributed a fighting letter 
to the Eastern Daily Press on 12 March calling for boats to be brought back to the 
town. After its success in establishing the new moorings at Santon Downham
last year, the Little Ouse Group is now working to improve the riverside walk 
between Brandon and Hockwold. Any moves to make parts of this river more 
accessible can only be welcomed. 

October 2009
LITTLE OUSE RIVER
An important event that has attracted remarkably little attention was the effective 
opening last year of the 2½ mile stretch of this river from Brandon upstream to 
Santon Downham. For it represents a major step forward in our campaign to re
Store the former navigation up to the growing town of Thetford.
Last year the Little Ouse Group, mainly through the efforts of its members Peter
Barrett and Mark Stamp, dug out a new mooring on the river a short distance 
downstream of Santon Downham Bridge. The moorings are now being managed by 
the Great Ouse Boating Association and boats are making regular use of this new 
facility. For instance over the late May Bank Holiday a contingent of at least six 
boats from the Upware Boat Club visited Santon Downham.
Prior to the creation of the new moorings there was little incentive to tempt boats to 



use the stretch beyond the official head of navigation just upstream of Brandon 
Bridge. For whilst passage was possible with care,few craft attempted the journey 
as there was really nowhere convenient to moor. But now there is.
The summer issue of “GOBA News” reminded its members that as the new moorings 
are in the heart of the Thetford Forest there should be no barbeques, because of the 
fire risk. Boaters are also warned not to attempt to go further upstream and under 
the road bridge as there are large stones in the river, apparently put there by 
canoeists to assist with the flow of water. Rather strangely the same issue implies 
the new moorings are “a mile or so up river from Brandon Town Bridge”. In fact, as 
the following table for the relevant stretch of the river shows, it is well over 2½ miles 
from Brandon Bridge to Santon Downham Bridge.

The proposed head of navigation is at Thetford Town Bridge due to the minimum 
headroom of just 2 metres under its arch. Craft not exceeding this height could 
proceed some 200 metres further upstream to the junction with the river Thet.
The table shows that the distance from Brandon Bridge up to Thetford Town Bridge
is 13.53km (8.41 miles). Of this distance some 4.17km (2.59 miles) is now open albeit 
needing care at times and another 0.87km (0.54 miles) is navigable from Thetford 
Sluice into the town. This leaves 8.49km (5.28 miles) needing restoration which 
could involve the provision of new locks at Thetford, Abbey Heath, Two Mile Bottom 
and Santon Downham, although it is possible only three might be needed.
The several public road bridges that cross the river all provide adequate navigable 
headroom but a couple of footbridges will need raising and there will be the need for 
dredging in some places, depending on the eventual location of the new locks. In 
other words a relatively simple and straightforward restoration compared to many 
now taking place elsewhere in the country. All these distances have been taken from 
the official chainage figures for the river that were contained in the report into the 
restoration that was prepared by consultants Babtie Brown & Root of Cambridge in 
2003. EAWA, along with others such as the IWA, GOBA and the Forestry Commission, 
contributed to the costs of this survey which was organised through the Keystone 
Community Partnership Development Trust Ltd of Thetford. Whilst the consultants 



reported positively, sadly little action has so far resulted but hopefully the events at 
Santon Downham will inject new drive into the campaign – and our thanks are due 
to the Little Ouse Group.

October 2010
LITTLE OUSE
: In partnership with the local canoe club and as part of the Brandon Regatta the 
Little Ouse Group organised a series of Bell-boat races on Sunday 1 August with the 
eventual winners being from the Ram Hotel. And on 26 September a riverbank walk 
was organised from Brandon to Hockwold – this involved clearing part of the 
bridleway to make the route easier and safer. Meanwhile boats continue to visit 
Santon Downham where there is a Great Ouse Boating Association mooring but cuts 
to the Environment Agency’s budget have so far prevented some new moorings 
being created at Hockwold, downstream from Brandon.

February 2013
LITTLE OUSE
: 2012 proved to be a difficult year on the river as there was a drought at the 
beginning of the year leading to low water levels and a hosepipe ban, but then 
the rain came, leading to floods and heavy weed growth. Both factors had a major 
effect on weed clearing operations that the Environment Agency started at Thetford 
with two new machines - one cutting the weed, the other removing it from the 
water. Less satisfactory news is that used engine oil is being dumped into a drain 
near Nuns Bridges Road in Thetford which then seeps into the river where it 
contaminated several swans. This is not a new problem and the Environment Agency 
and Anglian Water have been working together for over a year to try and find the 
source of the oil and stop it getting into the river. Fortunately the swans recovered 
after being caught and cared for by the RSPCA. 
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15th October, 1935.

COUNTY BOROUGH OF HALIFAX.

ROAD TRAFFIC ACT, 1930, SECTIONS 101 & 1"02.

NOTICE is hereby given, in pursuance of
Section 102, Sub-section (1) of the Road

Traffic Act> 1930, that the Council of the
County Borough of Halifax have made appli-
cation to the Traffic Commissioners for the
Yorkshire Traffic Area for their consent to the
running of public service vehicles on the
following routes, that is to say: —

1. In the Urban District of Sowerby, com-
mencing in Gratrix Lane at its junction
with Bolton Brow, to Park Road, thence
along Tuel Lane from Beech Road to
Burnley Road, Albert Road, Beechwood
Avenue, Whiteley Avenue, Richmond
Avenue, St. Peter's Avenue, and round the
Beechwood Estate to Fore Lane Avenue at
its junction with Sowerby New Road.

2. Commencing in the Parish of Norland
in the Rural District of Halifax at the
Moorcock Inn, Norland, thence along
Butter-worth End Lane to its junction with
Rochdale Road at Cross Royd, in the Urban
District of Barkisland.
And notice is hereby further given that any

objection to the giving of such consent may be
sent in writing to the Traffic Commissioners,
Yorkshire Area, 44, The Headrow, Leeds 1, on
or before the 6th day of November, 1935, by
any Local Authority, by the Council of the
County, or by any persons who are already pro-
viding transport facilities on or in the neigh-
bourhood of any part of any routes to which
the applications relate. A copy of such objec-
tion should, at the same time, be sent by the
objector to the Town Clerk, Town Hall,
Halifax.

Dated this 12th day of October, 1935.

PERCY SAUNDERS,
Town Clerk.

Town Hall,
Halifax.

(096)

RIVER GREAT OUSE CATCHMENT
BOARD.

RIVER LITTLE OUSE NAVIGATION.

LAND DRAINAGE ACT, 1930—(SECTION 40.

LAND DRAINAGE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS, 1932.

~M"OTICE is hereby given that the River
•̂  Great Ouse Catchment Board and the
Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the
Borough of Thetford acting by the Council of

David
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the. said Borough have with a view to improv-
ing the drainage of the Catchment Area and
with the approval of the Minister of Agri-
culture and Fisheries and of the Minister of
Transport entered into an Arrangement under
Section 40 of the Land Drainage Act, 1930,
dated the 18th day of September, 1935, whereby
all and singular such of the rights, powers,
and property of the undertakers arising con-
ferred or created by virtue of the Acts of 22
Carolus 2nd and 50 George 3rd as may be
necessary to enable the Board to control
effectually and manage the said River Little
Ouse between the White House near Brandon
Ferry and Thetford in the Counties of Norfolk
and Suffolk together with the right to take all
tolls and other the rights in the before recited
Acts have been transferred to the said River
Great Ouse Catchment Board by the said
Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the said
Borough of Thetford and a copy of this
Arrangement may be inspected at all reason-
able times at these offices for the period of one
month from the date hereof.

Dated this eighth day of October, 1935.

E. T. L. BAKER,
Clerk of the River Great Ouse

Catchment Board.
" Elmhurst,"

Brooklands Avenue,
Cambridge.

(007)

URBAN DISTRICT OF GOSFORTH IN THE
COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1932.

GOSFORTH URBAN DISTRICT PLANNING SCHEME
No. 2.

TICE is hereby given that:—(1) On the
9th day of October, 1935, the Minister

of Health notified his approval of the reso-
lution of the Urban District Council of Gos-
forth, dated the 10th day of July, 1935,
deciding to prepare the above planning scheme
with reference to areas situate wholly within

the Urban District of Gosforth. (2) A Map
denning the areas to which the resolution
applies has been deposited at the Council
Chambers, Gosforth, and will be open for in-
spection by all persons interested without
charge between the hours of 10 a.m. and
4 p.m. Mondays to Fridays, and 10 a.m. and
12. noon Saturdays. (3) Any person who is or
claims to be, an owner of any property in the
areas and any association representing owners
of property within the said Urban District
and any local association representing business
or industry may by notice in writing, specifying
in the case of an owner the property of which
he claims to be the owner, require the said
Council to register without charge his or their
name and address for the service of subsequent
notices relating to the schemes.

Under the Town and Country Planning
(General Interim Development) Order, 1933,*
the development of land in the areas during
the preparation of the schemes is permitted to
the extent specified in the Order and in addi-
tion the Council of the said Council are em-
powered to permit other development in the
areas during this period, with a view in either
case to protecting the development from the
risk of removal or alteration without com-
pensation under the schemes when approved
and in operation. A print of the .Order has
been deposited together with the aforesaid
map.

The said Council intend to proceed as soon
as may be with the preparation of a Draft
Scheme and any suggestions as to the proposals
to be included in the Draft Scheme should be
sent in writing to the Clerk to the Council,
Council Chambers, Gosforth, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne 3.

Dated this 10th day of October, 1935.

FRANK KIRBY,
Clerk to the Council.

Council Chambers,
Gosforth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 3.

* On Sale—obtainable (price 2d.) from His
Majesty's Stationery Office, Adastral House,
Kingsway, W.0.2, or through any bookseller.
(212)
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